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' COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR NO, 5 -OF 2002.

Sub: Ban'on smeking in the Railway premises and the

trains - Supreme Court Judgement.  *
LT ¢

- In Murli S. Deora Vs. Union of India and others reported as 2001(8)
'SCALE Public Interest Litigation filed in the Supreme Court of India regarding
the adverse effects of the cigaretic smoking on public health, the Honourable
Supreme Court has issued directions, inter-alia, prohibiting smoking in public -
places and has directed the Union of India, State Governments to take éffective
steps to ensure prohibition of smoking in public places such as Auditoriums,
‘Hospital Buildings, Health Institutions, Fducational Institutions, Libraries, Court
Buildings, Public Offices and Public Conveyances, including Railways.

2. In pursuance of the directions of the Supreme- Court, enumerated above,
prohibiting smoking in the Railways, ithas been decided that nobody will smoke
~in the railway premises including the Rail Bhawan, where there is located the
Headquarters of the Railways, all office buildings of the Railways, Railway
Stations, Railway Platforms and .other’ premises where there are Railway
establishments inctuding the Railway Production Units and also in the coaches of
the train, The Provisions of Section 167 of the Railways Act, 1989 empowering
Railway Administration to prohibit smoking in any train or a part of a train be
emphasized while publishing these directions of the Honourable Supreme Court.
Sub-section (3) thereof provides that whosoever contravenes these provisions

* shall be punishable with fine to the extent of Rs.100/-. The provisiuns of 1

Section 167 of the Railways Act would give additional strength to the Railway
~ Administration for strictly complying with the said. directions of the Henourable
‘Supreme Court. The notices displaying the aforesaid directions may be e«hibited
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at prominent places in all the above mentioned Railway premises inch{ding
Railway Coaches, General and Sleeper Class coaches and 4-berther in 1% AC

coaches. The 4-berther in 1™ AC Coach earmarked as Smoking, Compartiment -

vide Board's letter No.97/TG-11/1006/7/Cabinet Secretariat dated 13.2.1997,
should be discontinued forthwith. The plates fixed in the compartments advising
the general public not to smoke if objected to by fellow passengers, may be
removed immediately.

3. Due publicity be given to this effect for educating the general public
through various media available with the Railways. These instructions come
into force with immediate effect and implementation of the same be intimated
within & fortnight. | | - |

Please acknowledge receipt. '

(Or. PK. Goel)
Executive Director (PM)
Railway Board
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